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As early as the middle of April part of the flotilla
had arrived, and Monk had made an attack on Burntis-
land. He was repulsed. Cromwell's illness delayed
further operations for some time. At the end of June
he recovered. Major-General Harrison was sent with
all the force that could be spared into Cumberland to
check the expected inroad of the Scots, and Cromwell
advanced to threaten the position at Torwood. Early in
July he moved westward to Glasgow with the double
object of securing the affections of the people in that
quarter and of drawing Leslie's attention away from
the Forth, while the preparations for the descent on the
north bank of the river were completed. On July 17th
a small party landed at North Ferry, rapidly intrenched
themselves, and Lambert followed with a strong division.
Cromwell had moved back to his old position before
Torwood, and as though a direct attack were still his
real object, Monk was ordered to storm an outpost.

All was now ripe, and at the end of July the long
contemplated operation was commenced. In the pre-
cision with which it was carried out we may at least see
Monk's unerring hand. The success was complete. By
August 3rd Perth was in the possession of the Common-
wealth. Leslie was in full career for the south, and
Cromwell and his generals repassing the Forth in hot
pursuit.

Yet some one must be left behind. The centre
of interest had suddenly shifted, but work in plenty
remained. Some one must be left in the post of peril
to play Cromwell's part while he was gone; some one
who knew how to strike sharp and hard, and could fix
a grip of iron on the country before the army that was. In either case the
